C reactive protein is an acute phase protein whose concentration in the serum rises as much as 1000 fold during the acute phase response.1 A raised concentration of serum C reactive protein is unequivocal evidence of an active tissue damaging process and is related both to the severity of the tissue injury and to the type of inflammatory stimulus. For (fig 2) .
Discussion
Cystic fibrosis is a condition in which there is progressive bronchopulmonary damage caused by recurrent respiratory infection of which serum C reactive protein concentrations, as yet unreported in these patients, might provide a useful measure. Raised serum concentrations of C reactive protein were seen in 20 of 36 patients with cystic fibrosis in this study including all 25 samples from patients with a Shwachman score of 66 or less. A raised concentration of C reactive protein identified this group with a sensitivity of 100% and specificity of 78%. Typically a patient with a score of 66 would 'tire easily after exertion, have a daily cough, respirations would be slightly elevated, weight and height between 3rd and 10th percentile and the stools abnormal'.5
There were highly significant correlations between the serum C reactive protein concentration and both the 
